The anatomic and physiologic basis of local, referred and radiating lumbosacral pain syndromes related to disease of the spine.
Conscious perception and unconscious effects originating from the vertebral column and its neural structures, although complex, have definite pathways represented in a network of peripheral and central nervous system (CNS) ramifications. These neural relationships consequently result in superimposed focal and diffuse, local and remote conscious perceptions and unconscious effects. Any one or combination of somatic and autonomic signs and symptoms may potentially be observed in a particular patient. This variety and inconsistency may mislead or confuse both the patient and the physician. A clear understanding of the basic anatomic and physiologic concepts underlying this complexity should accompany clinical considerations of the potential significance of spondylogenic and neurogenic syndromes in any disease process affecting the spine.